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What creates corruption risk in health systems?

Uncertainty
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High levels of public spending

Complexity of systems: multiple stakeholder and decision
points

Government regulation
Competing objectives: commercial v. health

Imbalance of information



Corruption risks in the selection
and delivery of pharmaceutical products

o Registration

o Selection

o Procurement

o Distribution

o Service Delivery
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Addressing corruption: Why transparency?

‘ransparency supports public accountabllity
‘ransparency leads to less corruption

‘ransparency Is in the interest of private companies
and corporations

Transparency supports effective market regulation
leading to lower pricing

Transparency Is vital to promote equitable access to
medicine
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Critical areas of transparency In the healthcare
marketplace
o Regulatory policies

o Price

o Quality

o Quantity

o Procurement data
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Transparent solutions...

o Harmonised regulation

o Transparency of information

o Greater access of information on drug and clinical trials

o Reporting financial contributions made to medical research

o Implementing and publicising standards on how to avoid
conflicts of interest

o Strengthening marketing and promotion codes
o Public commitment and reporting on anti-bribery programmes
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Transparency "plus": What else can be done?

o Integrity pacts for major procurement agencies in the
health sector

o Civil society participation in hospital boards, open forums
and public oversight of procurement and drug selection

o Whistleblower protection for health sector workers

o Other measures: enforceable codes of conduct, decent
wages for health workers, rigorous prosecution of
counterfeit drugs producers, etc.
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The challenges of transparency

o Reliability and accuracy of data

o Reporting compliance

o Reporting standards

o Transparency and access to information are not
enough

MIAG



Return to transparency

o Less corruption
o Accountability
o Business case

o Equity and accessibllity: the right to health
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